[Depression and physical illness].
Depression associated to a physical illness may be under-recognized or under-treated because of its diagnosis related difficulties and the trivialization of its presence in such a context. Now, this association contributes to physical illness' worsening, increased impairment, and may be responsible of care withdrawal, and even of suicide. The association between depression and physical illness may be a simple coincidence, or a psychological reaction to physical illness or else is the direct consequence of the somatic disease through biological disturbances or the iatrogenic effects of the disease treatment. It is also known, that depressive mood constitutes a significant risk factor for the development of various somatic disorders. Finally, a depression should be evoked when facing unexplained physical complaints. The entanglement between depression and physical illness needs to be particularly careful with prescriptions and especially an increased vigilance about drugs interactions.